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ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump stand after the ceremonial lighting of the 2017 National Christmas 
Tree on the Ellipse near the White House on Thursday. 


Last officers charged in Freddie 
Gray case have returned to work 


All are ‘satisfied’ with new 
posts, union lawyer says 


By TIM PRUDENTE 
The Baltimore Sun 


One officer now patrols the Baltimore 
waterfront. Another works with the unit 
that polices the city in helicopters. A third 
officer, now a detective, investigates pow- 
erful drug rings. 

Today, all six officers who were charged 
in the arrest and death of Freddie Gray 
case are back on duty. 

None are back to patrolling the streets of 
West Baltimore, where Gray was arrested 
in 2015 and suffered a severe injury in the 
back of a police van. 

“They were offered positions outside 
the patrol division, and they’re satisfied 
with their assignments,” said Michael 
Davey, the attorney for the union that 
represents Baltimore police officers. “All 
they wanted to do was serve.” 
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Gray died in April 2015 after suffering a 
severe spinal cord injury in a police van. 
Baltimore State’s Attorney Marilyn J. 
Mosby brought criminal charges against 
the six officers ranging from misconduct in 
office to second-degree murder. Three 
officers were acquitted, and Mosby 


dropped all remaining charges against the 
other three. 

Five of the officers then faced adminis- 
trative charges within the Police Depart- 
ment for allegedly violating department 
rules and policies and neglecting their 
duties. Two accepted minor discipline and 
returned to duty. Two fought the charges 
and were acquitted by police trial boards. 

Police Commissioner Kevin Davis then 
dropped charges against the last of the five. 

Sgt. Alicia White received the phone call 
on the night before Thanksgiving. By 
Monday, she was fully reinstated. 

“She kept saying, ‘The nightmare’s over. 
I can’t believe the nightmare’s over; ” said 
Tony Garcia, her attorney. 

White was a newly minted sergeant in 
the Western District when Gray was 
arrested. She now works in the Strategic 
Services Bureau, a new unit that coor- 
dinates policy, training and discipline. 

Lt. Brian Rice, the highest-ranking 
officer charged, now works in the crime 
See OFFICERS, page 11 
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Young, Scott want U.S. 
to take over; new task 
force charge issued 


By JUSTIN FENTON 
The Baltimore Sun 


Two powerful Baltimore city councilmen 
called Thursday for the Police Department 
to turn over the investigation into the killing 
of Detective Sean Suiter to federal author- 
ities. 

The move came as federal prosecutors 
filed a new indictment against Sgt. Wayne 
Jenkins, a former member of Baltimore’s 
corrupt Gun Trace Task Force, alleging that 
he duped Suiter seven years ago into finding 
drugs Jenkins had 
planted in a man’s car. 
Prosecutors disclosed 
Thursday that because of 
those allegations, they 
quietly released the man 
from prison in August. 

Umar Burley had 
served seven years of a 
15-year sentence related 
to the drugs. Prosecutors 
now say he was innocent. 

The indictment provided clarity to the 
stunning disclosure last week that Suiter 
was killed the day before he was scheduled 
to testify before a grand jury investigating 
the gun task force. Police Commissioner 
Kevin Davis has said police have no 
information to suggest Suiter’s death was 
related to his scheduled testimony. 

But questions about the detective’s death 
continue to swirl, as the killing remains 
unsolved despite a $215,000 reward. In a 
letter to Davis, City Council President 
Bernard “Jack” Young and Councilman 
Brandon Scott called for the police depart- 
ment to turn over the investigation to the 
FBI. 

“An independently conducted investiga- 
tion would be the quickest way to provide 
the public and those who loved Det. Suiter 
with the answers they rightly deserve,’ 
See SUITER, page 11 


p = 
CS 


Sean Suiter 


GOP senators 
to continue 
working on 
tax bill today 


By JOHN FRITZE 
The Baltimore Sun 


WASHINGTON - Senate Republicans 
were scrambling Thursday to lock down 
support for a major tax overhaul that could 
deliver President Donald J. Trump one of 
his first legislative victories while poten- 
tially cutting — or increasing — the taxes 
paid by nearly 3 million Marylanders. 

Republican leaders, negotiating last- 
minute changes to secure votes from 
within their own ranks, appeared to have 
momentum on their side early in the day as 
they sprinted toward a final vote. But as the 
evening wore on, a compromise to appease 
deficit hawks appeared to break down — 
slowing progress. 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said 
late Thursday that work would continue 
on the bill today. 

The $14 trillion package, the first major 
rewrite of the U.S. tax code in more than 
three decades, would lower the corporate 
See TAXES, page Il 
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THE EARTH SHOOK: A magnitude 4 
earthquake occurred Thursday afternoon 
beneath the Bombay Hook National Wild- 
life Refuge near Dover, Del., and was felt 
across Maryland and throughout the Mid- 
Atlantic. NEWS PG 2 


NATION & WORLD 


TRUMP AND TILLERSON: President 
Trump and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
have clashed repeatedly in public over the 
past year, and on Thursday, White House 
officials said Trump was actively consider- 
ing replacing Tillerson with CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo. NEWS PG 8 


PRESSURE ON CONYERS: Pressure 
mounts on Rep. John Conyers Jr. to resign 
over sexual harassment allegations. On 
Thursday, House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi urged him to step aside. NEWS PG7 
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